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Dear Neighbour,

In a time of global uncertainty, conflict and an unprecedented chapter in
US-Canada relations, our government is working to make life more
affordable for Canadians, diversify our trade relationships and Build
Canada Strong. 

There’s always more to do, but we’re already hard at work making the
generational investments that will set Canada up for success in this
shifting global trade landscape. At the same time, by creating the Grocery
& Essentials Benefit, removing HST on new homes in Ontario and
delivering a middle-class tax cut, we’re making sure Canadians have the
support they need right now to get ahead. 

Leslie Church

lesliechurch

leslie.church

leslie.church@parl.gc.ca

lesliechurch.libparl.ca

CONSTITUENCY OFFICE
103-40 Holly Street
Toronto, ON  M4S 3C3
416-481-1836

SOCIAL MEDIA

CONTACT INFORMATION

Building More Homes for Canadians
We’re on a path to double housing construction in Canada. So far, we’ve
made the infrastructure investments needed to build 60,000+ new
homes in Toronto and to provide the financing needed to spur new
affordable housing, including in Midtown Toronto. 

Just recently, we announced our plan to cut municipal development
charges in Ontario by up to 50%. Development charges are a major
upfront cost that can delay or prevent new housing projects. Additionally,
we’ve taken decisive action to remove HST on new homes, saving
Ontarians up to 13% on the price of a new home under $1.5M. Together,
these actions will reduce taxes and fees on a new Ontario home by up
to $200,000. The data is clear: lowering these costs will help accelerate
construction and build homes fast.

SPECIAL NEWSLETTER:
BUILDING CANADA STRONG,
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A Tax Cut for Tax SeasonA Tax Cut for Tax Season$840$840$840
Annual household savings for
a dual-income family from our

Middle-Class Tax Cut

In our previous newsletter, we announced the Groceries & Essentials
Benefit, a new measure easing the cost of groceries and other everyday
essentials, which will apply to 12 million Canadians and save families up to
$1900 per year. Now, as tax season begins, I want to highlight one of our
new government’s signature accomplishments, a middle-class tax cut for
22 million Canadians, delivering household savings of up to $840 a year
for hardworking Canadian families.



MERCOSUR Pact – Restarting trade
negotiations with MERCOSUR, a m

arket
com

prising Argentina, Bolivia, Brazil,
Paraguay, and Uruguay. MERCOSUR
represents a GDP of m

ore than $4 trillion
and 260 m

illion consum
ers. The free

trade deal with MERCOSUR is expected to
be com

pleted by Septem
ber 2026

EU/SAFE – Canada’s participation
in Security Action for Europe (SAFE)
through the Canada-EU SAFE
agreem

ent m
akes Canada the first

non-EU m
em

ber to participate,
unlocking billions of dollars in
potential defence export
opportunities for Canadian
businesses.

ASEAN - Canada is negotiating a free
trade agreem

ent with the Association of
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), and is
planning to conclude it this year.

Indonesia - The new Canada-Indonesia
Com

prehensive Econom
ic Partnership Agreem

ent
(CEPA) will reduce or rem

ove tariffs on Canadian
exports such as wheat, potash, wood, and 
soybeans - m

aking them
 far m

ore com
petitive in

Indonesia, which is projected to becom
e a top five

global econom
y by 2050.
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India - Canada is negotiating a CEPA
which will help m

ore than double two-
way trade between Canada and India to
$70 billion by 2030 along with free trade
negotiations.
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Qatar –  Qatar and Canada have agreed to
conclude negotiations on a Foreign Investm

ent
Prom

otion and Protection Agreem
ent by

sum
m

er 2026, which opens investm
ent from

 
an econom

y worth $290 billion in Canadian
sectors such as aerospace, advanced
m

anufacturing, agriculture, and agri-food.

UAE – Prim
e Minister Carney secured a historic

$70 billion investm
ent com

m
itm

ent from
 the

United Arab Em
irates, supporting jobs and 

long-term
 growth across Canada.
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Germ
any – Increasing cooperation with

Germ
any on critical m

ineral supply chains,
electric vehicles and energy, notably
discussing the deeper bilateral collaboration
on the supply of LNG to Germ

an buyers.

Poland – Enhancing our econom
ic

partnership with Poland by focusing on
energy, defence, aviation, and trade-related
cooperation.
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Mexico – The Canada-Mexico Action
Plan increases our collaboration with
Mexico on key areas such as developing
new ports, infrastructure, and m

ore
trade opportunities on energy and
critical m

inerals.
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China - Unlocking nearly $7 billion in export
m

arkets for Canadian workers and businesses by
increasing two-way investm

ent in clean energy and
technology, electric vehicles, agri-food, wood
products, and other sectors.
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